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FOREWORD 

The Zanzibar Examinations Council has prepared the Item Response Analysis Report 

for the 2023 Form One Entrance Examination in English Subject. This report has been 

prepared in order to provide feedback to students, teachers, parents, policy makers, 

curriculum developers and other educational stakeholders about the performance of the 

candidates in this subject. 

Essentially, The Form One Entrance Examination is the Examination which intends to 

measure to what extent the candidates have learnt in their three years of Upper Primary 

Education. Through examination results, the candidates receive a grade that indicate 

their level of performance which help to make decisions whether they may proceed to 

Lower Secondary Education or not. 

The analysis presented in this report is intended to contribute towards the 

understanding of possible reasons behind the candidates‟ responses in English. The 

report shows some of the reasons that made the candidates whether to perform well or 

poor. The possible factors that lead the candidates to perform well include enough 

knowledge on the topic tested and identifying the demands of the questions and 

understood the requirements of the question. 

The factors that have contributed the candidates to perform poorly include the lack of 

enough knowledge on the topics assessed, inability of identifying the demands of the 

question and limited mastery of English language which was the barrier for them to 

understand the instructions of the questions. 

The detailed analysis displays that, samples from the candidates‟ scripts to show poor 

and good responses has been inserted. Finally, various figures with three different 

colours which reveals how individual question was performed. 

Hence, the feedback and recommendations provided are intended to help stakeholders 

to take appropriate measures to enhance the performance of the future candidates in 

English subject through the National Examinations prepared in Zanzibar.  

Finally, Zanzibar Examinations Council would like to express sincere appreciation to 

the Examination officers and all who participated in the completion of this report.  

Dr. RASHID .A. MUKKI 

 
DIRECTOR 

ZANZIBAR EXAMINATIONS COUNCI 

ZANZIBAR 
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1.0  INTRODUCTION 

This report of English subject is based on the analysis of the candidates‟ performance 

for Form One Entrance Examination, 2023. The report covered the 2009 and 2022 

syllabus and adhered to 2022 Zanzibar Standard Seven Examination Format of 

Zanzibar Examinations Council. 

Form One Entrance Examination in English language assessed the candidates‟ 

competences in different topics such as Comprehension, Instructing, Reporting, 

Identifying, Making Polite Request and Responses, Comparing and Differentiating, 

Expressing Likes and Dislikes, Writing Skills and Translating.  This examination 

lasted for two hours and consisted of four Sections A, B, C and D. The candidates were 

required to answer all questions from section A and B, one question from section C 

and one question from section D. 

 
 

2.0  SAMPLED CANDIDATES 

The numbers of candidates who have been analyzed were 4,868 equal to 11.13% to all 

candidates (43,749) who sat for this paper. In this analysis, the candidates‟ scores for 

each question were interpreted as follows: from 00 to 20 percent was considered poor, 

average if the scores ranged from 21 to 60 percent and good if the candidates‟ score 

ranged from 61 to 100 percent. 

These performance are shown by using different coloured figure and table. The colour 

presented were green colour means good performance, yellow colour means average 

performance and red colour means for poor performance. 

 
 

3.0  ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE PER 

QUESTION 

This section identifies the questions set for candidates in sections A, B C and D. Also it 

identifies the percentage of candidates who attempted the questions with those who got 

poor, average and good marks. Finally, the extracts of poor and good responses have 

been inserted. 

3.1  SECTION A: COMPREHENSION 

This section consisted of two questions: question 1 and 2. Each question had ten (10) 

items (i-x). Each item carried one (1) mark to make a total of twenty (20) marks. 

Question 1 was a comprehension with multiple choices items where question 2 

was a True and False items. For the convenience of analysis of each question on 
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this section the following performance range have been used. The candidates‟ 

scores ranged from 0-2 considered as poor, from 2.5-6 marks as average and from 6.5- 

10 marks as good performance. 

3.1.1 Question 1: Multiple Choice Questions 

This question required the candidates to read a passage and answer ten (10) multiple 

choice items (i-x). The question assessed the candidate‟s ability to read and 

comprehend the passage given. It was derived from the topic “Reading for 

Comprehension”. The question was attempted by 4,864 equal to 99.92 percent of the 

candidates and the performance was generally Good, as 4,279 equal to 87.97 percent of 

the candidates passed this question. The analysis shows that 585 equal to 12.03 percent 

of the candidates performed poor, 2,663 equal to 54.75 percent performed average and 

1,616 equal to 33.22 performed well. Table 1a shows the candidate‟s performance in 

question one (1). 

Table 1a: The candidates’ performance in Question 1 
 

PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS GENERAL 

PERFOMANCE 

POOR AVERAGE GOOD 

0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

585 12.03 2,663 54.75 1,616 33.22 4,279 87.97 

 

Table 1a shows the analysis of the candidates‟ responses in question one (1) in which 

the overall performance was good. 

Item (i) was “Mr. Foum is the   at Mahonda Primary school.” The correct 

response was “”D (Head teacher).The candidates who got it right demonstrated that 

they understood the passage, while those who got it wrong showed that they didn't.  

Item (ii) was “The police officer‟s name is” The correct answer was “D” (Jamal). The 

candidates who responded correctly showed they understood the passage and those 

who responded incorrectly lacked the ability of understanding what they read.  

Item (iii) was “Mr. Jamal works at” the appropriate answer was “D” (Mahonda Police 

Station). The candidates who understood the passage responded correctly and those 

who didn‟t understand attempted incorrectly. 
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Item (iv) reads “Mr.Jamal arrived at Mahonda Primary School at.” The correct answer 

was “B” (Half past nine). This answer was picked by the candidates  who understood 

the passage and the item. However, some candidates failed to respond to this item 

correctly. 

In item (v) reads “According to the passage, the main victims of road accidents are” 

The answer was “C” (Pupils) which was chosen by the candidates who had good 

understanding about the passage but those who did not possess this ability failed to 

pick the correct answer. 

Item (vi) was “Sometimes, drivers cause accidents because they” The correct response 

was “B” (Drive in a high speed). This answer was picked by the candidates who 

understood the passage and the item. However some candidates failed to respond to 

this item correctly. 

Item (vii) was “The following are road signs and symbols except” the correct answer 

was “A” (No smoking). The candidates who understood the passage and the item got it 

right. While, some candidates failed to respond to this item correctly.  

Item (viii) was “The pupils were given a lecture by” the answer was “C” (Mr. Jamal). 

The candidates who understood the passage and the item got it right. While, some 

candidates failed to respond to this item correctly. 

Item (ix) reads “The topic was about” The correct response was “C” (Road accidents). 

The candidates who understood the passage and the item made the right choice. While, 

some candidates failed to respond to this item correctly.  

Item (x) was “Who told the pupils to be careful when they cross the road”. The answer 

was “D” (Police officer). The candidates who understood the passage and the item 

picked the right answer. While, those who did not understand the passage made wrong 

choice. Extract 1.1 and Extract 1.2 illustrates the sample of good and poor responses 

respectively in question 1 
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Extract 1.1: A Sample of Good Responses in Question 1 
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Extract 1.1 shows a sample script of the candidate who provided correct answers. Such 

answers indicates that the candidate read and understood the passage. 

Extract 1.1: A Sample of Bad Responses in Question 1 
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Extract 1.2 shows a sample of a script of the candidate who failed to choose correct 

answers and scored zero (00) mark in question one (1). This candidate seemed to have 

lack of understanding the question and selected the wrong items. For example item (i) 

the correct answer was “D” this candidate wrote “B”, item (ii) the correct answer was 

“D” the candidate wrote “C” and so on. 

 

3.1.2 Question 2: True and False Items 

This question consisted of ten (10) sentences which were derived from the passage 

provided. For each statement, the candidates were instructed to write “True” if the 

sentence was correct and “False” if the sentence was incorrect. Each item carried one 

(1) mark and makes a total of ten (10) marks. The question was attempted by 4,828 

candidates equal to 99.18 percent of the candidates and their performance was 

generally good as 4,546 candidates equal to 94.16 percent passed this question. The 

analysis showed that 282 equal to 5.84 percent of the candidates performed poor, 2,588 

equal to 55.60 percent performed average and 1,958 equal to 40.56 percent perfomed 

well. Table 1b shows the candidates‟ performance in question 1b.  

Table 1b: The candidates’ performance in Question 2 
 

PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS GENERAL 

PERFOMANCE 
POOR AVERAGE GOOD 

0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

282 5.84 2,588 53.60 1,958 40.56 4,546 94.16 

 

Table 1b shows the analysis of the candidates‟ responses in question two (2) in which 

the overall performance was good. 

Item (i) reads “Carelessness and sharp corner are the only causes of road accidents.” 

The correct response on that statement was “False”. The candidate who understood the 

passage well wrote the correct response. Nevertheless, other candidates who wrote 

“True” which means they failed to comprehend the passage as expected.  

Item (ii) was “The head teacher invited the police officer at school” the correct option 

was “True”. The candidate who had good understanding of the passage managed to 

come up with the correct answer while others failed due to their low ability of 

understanding English language. 
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Item (iii) was “The pupils got knowledge about the road accidents. “The correct answer 

was “True” However some candidates failed to write the correct response of this item 

due to the lack of understanding of the given statement. 

Item (iv) the candidates were required to agree or disagree that “Mr.Jamal was escorted 

to school by three policemen.” The correct answer was “False” because according to 

the passage Mr. Jamal was escorted by two policemen.. Some candidates showed good 

understanding of the passage and therefore they came with the correct answer.  

However, other candidates failed to answer correctly due to the lack of understanding 

of the passage. 

Item (v) reads “Ayoub is the class monitor of standard seven” the answer was “True” 

which was picked by those candidates who understood well the passage.  Yet, other 

candidates failed this item due to the lack of understanding of the passage.  

Item (vi) was “Driving a car while you have drink is a bad habit.” The correct response 

was “True” Some candidates who understood the passage and the item managed to put 

the correct answer. But, other candidates picked “True” which indicated that they 

failed to identify the fact from the passage. 

Item (vii) was “Mr. Foum talked to standard six and seven pupils” the correct answer 

was “False.” However, some candidates failed to write correct response of this item 

due to the poor understanding of the statement given. 

Item (viii) required the candidates to agree or disagree if “Pupils were very happy and 

excited with the topic.” The correct response was “True” which was pic ked by the 

candidates who understand the passage. Yet, other candidates wrote “True” which 

indicated that they failed to understood the fact from the passage.  

Item (ix) was “Ayoub is the student who asked a question about the topic.” The correct 

response was “True” The candidates who understood the passage did well by coming 

with the correct response. However, other candidates failed to write correct response of 

this item due to the poor understanding of the passage given. 

Item (x) was “Police Station is a good place to visit when you have a problem.” The 

correct answer was “True”. Yet, other candidates wrote “False” which indicate that 

they failed to understand the fact from the passage. Extract 2.1 and Extract 2.2 are 

responsible to illustrate the sample of candidates‟ scripts who earned high and low 

marks respectively. 
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Extract 2.1: A Sample of Good Responses in Question 2 
 
 

Extract 2.1 demonstrates a sample of a script of the candidate who scored high marks 

from this question. This indicates that the candidate comprehensively read and 

understood the passage provided and was able to come up with correct answers.  

Extract 2.2: A Sample of Poor Responses in Question 2 
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Extract 2.2 shows a sample of poor responses in question 2. This candidate had low 

ability of English language and therefore he/she failed to understand the instructions 

provided. For example instruction demanded the candidate to write True or False but 

the candidate filled in the spaces with words from the given passage. For instance in 

item i the correct answer was “False” this candidate wrote “pupils”, in item ii the 

correct answer was “True” this candidate wrote “seven” and so on.  

3.2  SECTION B: PATTERNS AND VOCABULARY 

This section consisted of four (4) questions, question number 3, 4, 5, and 6. Each 

question carried ten (10) marks that made a total of forty (40) marks. For the 

convenience of analysis of each question on this section the following performance 

range have been used. The candidates‟ scores ranged from 0-2 considered as poor, 

from 2.5-6 marks as average and from 6.5-10 marks as good performance. 

3.2.1 Question 3: Matching the items 

In this question the candidate was given time in words in List A and Time in numerals 

in List B. The candidate was required to match the time by putting the letter of the 

correct answer in the table. The question consisted of five (5) items. Each item carried 

two (2) marks to make a total of ten (10) marks. 

The question was in the level of remembering where the candidate was measured to 

his/her ability to remember time in word and time in numerals. The questions were 

derived from the topics of Telling Time. The question was attempted by 4,867 equal to 

99.98 percent and the general performance was Good as 4,094 candidates equal to 

84.12 percent of the candidates passed the question. The analysis showed that 773 

candidates equal to 15.88 percent of the candidates performed poor, 1,923 candidates 

equal to 39.51 percent performed Average and 2,171 candidates equal to 44.61 

performed Well. Table 2a shows the analysis of candidate‟s performance of this 

question. 

Table 2a: The candidates’ performance in Question 3 
 

PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS GENERAL 

PERFOMANCE 

POOR AVERAGE GOOD 

0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

773 15.88 1,923 39.51 2,171 44.61 4,094 84.12 
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Table 2a shows the analysis of the candidates‟ responses in question three (3) in which 

the overall performance was Good. 

Item (i) was “It is quarter to two.” the correct matching was “E” (1:45). The candidates 

who possessed enough knowledge of topic of Telling Time wrote the correct answer 

While, the candidates with limited knowledge of this topic failed to come up with the 

appropriate answer. 

Item (ii) was “It is quarter past two” the matching was “G” (2:15). Some candidates 

managed to write the correct answer due to enough knowledge of the topic tested. 

However, some candidates failed to write the correct answer due to poor ability of this 

topic. 

Item (iii) was “It is six o‟clock” the correct answer was “D” (6.00), The candidates  

who mastered the topic answered correctly and those who did not master this topic 

failed to have a correct answer. 

Item (iv) was “It is half past one.” The correct matching was “B” (1:30). The 

candidates who understood well the need of the item wrote the correct answer. On 

other hands, some candidates failed to write the proper answer due to insufficient 

knowledge of the topic. 

Item (v) was “It is ten minutes past four.” The correct response was “A” (4: 10). The 

candidates who got the correct answer demonstrated their ability on the topic of Telling 

Time and other failed due to their low ability of this topic. Extract 3.1 and Extract 3.2 

illustrate the sample of candidates‟ scripts who earned high and low marks 

respectively. 
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Extract 3.1: A Sample of Good Responses in Question 3 
 

Extract 3.1 demonstrates a sample of a script of the candidate who scored high marks 

from this question. This indicates that the candidate understood the instructions given 

and has adequate knowledge in the topic of Telling Time. 
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Extract 3.2: A Sample of poor Responses in Question 3 
 

 

Extract 3.2 shows a sample of poor responses in question 3. The candidate wrote 

incorrect answers due to the fact that he/she didn‟t have enough knowledge of the topic 

of Telling Time. For example, the correct answer in item (i) was “E” while this 

candidate wrote “A”. In item (ii) the correct answer was “G” while the candidate wrote 

“B”. 

 

3.2.2 Question 4: Circle the incorrect word 

In this question, the candidate was required to circle the incorrect word from the 

sentences given and write it correctly. The question tested the candidates‟ ability to 

analyse incorrect words from the sentences given. 

The question comprised five items and each item had five (5) marks to form the total of 

ten (10) marks. The question was attempted by 4,496 candidates equal to 92.36 percent 

and their performance were generally poor, as 304 equal to 6.87 percent passed this 

question. The analysis shows 4,187 equal to 93.13 percent of the candidates performed 

poor, 256 equal to 5.69 performed average and 53 equal to 1.18 percent performed 

well. Table 2b shows the analysis of candidate‟s performance of this question. 
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Table 2b: The candidates’ performance in Question 4 
 
 

PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS GENERAL 

PERFOMANCE 

POOR AVERAGE GOOD 

0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

4,187 93.13 256 5.69 53 1.18 309 6.87 

 

 

Table 2b shows the analysis of the candidates‟ responses in question four (4) in which 

the overall performance was poor. 

Item (i) the sentence was “The bride seemed smart in his outfits.“ The incorrect word 

was “bride or his” and the correct word was “Her or bridegroom.” The candidates who 

had knowledge that the word “bride” does not collocate with “his” came up with the 

correct answer answer. However most of them showed poor understanding of the item 

tested and therefore failed to write the correct answer. 

Item (ii) the sentence was “My nephew is very naughty, yesterday she broke two 

glasses.” The incorrect word was “nephew or she” and the correct word was “He or 

niece” The candidates who had knowledge that the word “nephew” does not collocate 

with the word “she” wrote correct answer and those who lacked this knowledge were 

not able to answer this question correctly. 

In item (iii) the sentence was “The elephant walks slowly with its cub”. The incorrect 

word was “elephant or cub” and the correct word was “lion or calf” The candidates 

who had knowledge that the word “elephant” does not collocate with the word “cub” 

wrote correct answer and those who lacked this knowledge were not able to come up 

with correct answer. 

In item (iv) the sentence was “Today there were four teacher in our class”. The 

incorrect word was “teacher” and the correct word was “teachers” The candidates who 

had knowledge that the word “four” does not collocate with the word “teacher” 

managed to write the correct answer and those who lacked this knowledge were not 

able to come up with correct answer. 

In item (v) the sentence was “The fish was eating by the cat”. The incorrect word was 

“eating” and the correct word was “eaten” The sentence was in passive voice form but 

the word eating was used incorrectly. The candidates who had knowledge that the word 

“eating” used inappropriately managed to write the correct answer and those who 

lacked this knowledge were not able to come up with correct answer. Extract 4.1 and 
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Extract 4.2 illustrate the sample of candidates‟ scripts who earned high and low marks 

respectively. 

 

Extract 4.1: A Sample of Good Responses in Question 4 
 

 

Extract 4.1 demonstrates a sample of a script of the candidate who scored high marks 

from this question. This candidate managed to circle the incorrect word in each 

sentence and wrote the sentences correctly. This is an indication that the candidate 

understood both the topic tested and the instruction of the question.  
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Extract 4.2: A Sample of Poor Responses in Question 4 
 

 
Extract 4.2 shows a sample of poor responses in question 4. The candidate failed to 

circle the incorrect words in each sentence. For example in item (i) the word was “his” 

but this candidate circled the word “seemed” and in item (ii) the word was “she” the 

candidate circled “naughty.” 

3.2.3 Question 5: Speech 

In this question the candidate was required to read the speech given and write five 

messages learnt from it. The question measured the candidate ability to analyse and 

evaluate the speech and come up with messages. The candidates who had ability to 

read and analyse the speech did well and came up with high marks in this question. 

While those who had low ability were not able to come up with the messages as it was 

required.. Among the message were as follow: 

- people should understand that it is important to keep a regular check on 

both physical and mental health 

- A person needs to feed himself with healthy food which provides the body 

with the nutrients that the body needs to survive. 

- The people need to avoid food that is unhealthy for the human body. 

-  To be mentally healthy, a person needs to stay away from all kinds of 

negativities, 
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People can manage to survive without money but they can‟t manage without a stable 

health. etc 

The question derived from the topic of Listening for Understanding. The question was 

attempted by 4,542 equal to 93.28 percent of the candidates and their performance was 

generally good, as 3,424 equal to 75.39 percent of the candidates passed this question. 

The analysis shows that 1,118 equal to 24.61 percent of the candidates performed poor, 

1,181 equal to 26.00 percent performed average and 2,243 equal to 49.38 percent 

performed well. Table 1c shows the analysis of candidates‟ performance of the 

question 5. 

Table 1c: The candidates’ performance in Question 5 
 

PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS GENERAL 

PERFOMANCE 
POOR AVERAGE GOOD 

0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

1,118 24.61 1,181 26.00 2,243 49.39 3,424 75.39 

 

Table 1c shows the analysis of the candidates‟ responses in question five (5) in which 

the overall performance was good. 

Extract 5.1 and Extract 5.2 elucidate the sample of candidates‟ scripts who earned high 

and low marks respectively. 

Extract 5.1: A Sample of Good Responses in Question 5 
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Extract 5.1 demonstrates a sample of a script of the candidate who scored high marks 

from this question. This indicates that the candidate read the Speech given and came up 

with five massages as he was required. 

Extract 5.2: A Sample of Bad Responses in Question 5 
 

 

Extract 5.2 shows a sample script of the candidate who scored zero (0) mark in 

question 5. The candidate was not able to follow the instructions. For example instead 

of writing messages from the Speech he/she picked up sentences randomly from the 

Speech and made the answers. 

3.2.4 Question 6: To Observe the Picture 

In this question, the candidate was given two pictures of Mr. Hasnuu and Mr. Ali and 

asked to to show their differences using comparative form. The question was derived 

from the topic of Comparing and Differentiating The question was in the level of 

creating whereby the candidate was measured his/her ability to create sentences to 
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differentiate two pictures. The question was attempted by 4,499 equal to 92.42 percent 

and their performance was poor as 721 equal to 16.03 percent of the candidates passed 

the question. The analysis shows 3,778 equal to 83.97 percent of the candidates 

performed poor, 456 equal to 10.14 percent performed average and 265 equal to 5.89 

percent performed well. Table 1d shows the analysis of candidate‟s performance of this 

question. 

Table 1d: The candidates’ performance in Question 6 
 

PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS GENERAL 

PERFOMANCE 
POOR AVERAGE GOOD 

0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

3,778 83.97 456 10.14 265 5.89 721 16.03 

 

Table 1d displays the analysis of the candidates‟ responses in question six (6) in which 

the general performance was Poor. Extract 6.1 and Extract 6.2 disclose the sample of 

candidates‟ scripts that obtained high and low marks respectively.  
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Extract 6.1: A Sample of Good Responses in Question 6 
 

 

 

 
Extract 6.1 exhibits a sample of a script of the candidate who scored high marks from 

this question. This candidate managed to write correct sentences that shows the 

differences between Mr. Hasnuu and Mr. Ali as it was required. This is an indication 

that the candidate understood the task given and mastery in English Language was very 

good. 
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Extract 6.2: A Sample of Poor Responses in Question 6 
 

 

 

 
Extract 6.2 displays a sample script of the candidate who scored poorly in question 6. 

This candidate tried to write a story about the pictures instead of making differences in 

comparative form. The candidate also used Swahili language instead of English. This 

indicates that the candidate did not understand the instruction and he/she had low  

ability in English language. 
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3.3  SECTION C: TRANSLATION 

This section consisted of two (2) questions 7 and 8. The candidates were instructed to 

choose only one (1) question which carried twenty (20) marks. For the convenience of 

analysis of each question in this section, the following performance rank has been 

used. The candidates‟ scores ranged from 0-4 marks considered as poor, from 4.5-12 

marks as average and from 12-20 marks as good performance. 

3.3.1 Question 7: Translating into Swahili 

In this question, the candidates were required to translate a paragraph from English 

language into Swahili language. The question was derived from the topic of  

Translation. The question was attempted by 2,871 equal to 58.98 percent of the 

candidates and their performance were generally Average, as 892 equal to 31.07 

percent of the candidates passed this question. The analysis shows that 1,979 equal to 

68.93 percent of the candidate performed poor, 388 equal to 13.52 percent performed 

average and 504 equal to 17.55 percent performed well. Table 3a shows the analysis of 

candidates‟ performance of this question. 

Table 3a:The candidates’ performance in Question 
 

PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS GENERAL 

PERFOMANCE 
POOR AVERAGE GOOD 

0 – 4 4.5 - 12 13.5 - 20 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

1,979 68.93 388 13.52 504 17.55 892 31.07 

 

Table 3a displays the analysis of the candidates‟ responses in question seven (7) in 

which the general performance was Average. Extract 7.1 and 7.2 display a sample of 

good and bad responses respectively 
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Extract 7.1: A Sample of Good Responses in Question 7 
 

 
 

 

Extract 7.1 shows a sample of a script of the candidate who scored high marks  from 

this question. This candidate managed to translate the paragraph given into Swahili 

language correctly. This indicates that the candidate was not only understood the task 

given but also mastered English Language in such a way that he/she could translate the 

paragraph from English language into Swahili language appropriately.  
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Extract 7.2: A Sample of Poor Responses in Question 7 
 
 

 

Extract 7.2 displays a sample script of the candidate who performed poor in question 7. 

The candidate were not able to translate the paragraph given instead he/she used words 

which were not from the paragraph. He/she also did not use punctuation marks in the 

paragraph. For example he/she wrote “Sikiliza sote hii mtunga alitumia vifaa vya 

elementi kwa muda” which were not the words from the paragraph given. This 

indicates that the candidates did not understand the instruction and his/her English 

ability was very low. 

3.3.2 Question 8: Translating into English 

In this question the candidates were asked to translate the given paragraph from 

Swahili language into English. The question was attempted by 1,410 equal to 28.96 

percent of the candidates and their performance were generally poor, as only 243 equal 

to 17.23 percent of the candidates passed this question. The analysis shows that 1,167 

equal to 82.77 percent of the candidates performed poor, 165 equal to 11.70 percent 
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performed average and 78 equal to 5.53 performed well. Table 3b shows the analysis 

of candidate‟s performance of this question. 

Table 3b: The candidates’ performance in Question 8 
 

PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS GENERAL 

PERFOMANCE 
POOR AVERAGE GOOD 

0 – 4 4.5 - 12 13.5 - 20 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

1,167 82.77 165 11.70 78 5.53 243 17.23 

 

Table 3b displays the analysis of the candidates‟ responses in question eight (8) in 

which the general performance was poor. Extract 8.1 and 8.2 show a sample of good 

and poor responses respectively. 
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Extract 8.1: A Sample of Good Responses in Question 8 

 
 

 

Extract 8.1 shows a sample of a script of the candidate who scored high marks from 

this question; although he/she did little mistakes in grammar. The candidate also used 

punctuation marks appropriately. This indicates that the candidate was not only 

understood the task given but also the mastery English Language in such a way that 

he/she could translate the paragraph from Swahili language into English language.  
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Extract 8.2: A Sample of Poor Responses in Question 8 
 
 

Extract 8.2 displays a sample script of the candidate who scored zero (0) mark in 

question 8. The candidate was not able to translate the paragraph into English. The 

candidate might have poor command of English language 

3.4  SECTION D: WRITING SKILLS 

This section contained two (2) questions 9 and 10. The candidates were instructed to 

choose one (1) question which carried twenty (20) marks. Question 9 was based on 

Formal letter while question 10 focused on Wring composition. For the convenience of 

analysis of each question in this section, the following performance rank has  been 

used. The candidates‟ scores ranged from 0-4 marks considered as poor, from 4.5-12 

marks as average and from 12-20 marks as good performance. 

3.4.1 Question 9: Formal letter  

In this question, the candidate was asked to imagine that, his/her classmate wants to 

write a letter to the head teacher to ask a permission to travel out of the county but he 

forgot the parts of writing a formal letter so he/she was asked to remind him the parts 

according to its order. This question tested the candidates‟ ability in writing skills. It 

was attempted by 2,855 equal to 58.65 percent of the candidates and their performance 
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were generally Average, as 1,417 equal to 49.63 percent of the candidates passed this 

question. The analysis shows that 1,438 equal to 50.37 percent of the candidates 

performed poor, 959 equal to 33.59 percent performed average and 458 equal to 16.04 

percent performed well. Table 3c shows the analysis of candidate‟s performance of this 

question. 

Table 3c: The candidates’ performance in Question 9 
 

PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS GENERAL 

PERFOMANCE 

POOR AVERAGE GOOD 

0 – 4 4.5 - 12 13.5 - 20 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

1,438 50.37 959 33.59 458 16.04 1,419 49.63 

 

Table 3c displays the analysis of the candidates‟ responses in question nine (9) in 

which the general performance was Average. 

Extract 9.1: A Sample of Good Responses in Question 9 
 

Extract 9.1 shows a sample of a script of the candidate who answered question 9 

appropriately and managed to score high marks. This candidates wrote all parts of in 

formal letter correctly. This indicate that the candidate mastered this topic well.  
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Extract 9.2: A Sample of Poor Responses in Question 9 
 

Extract 9.2 displays a sample script of the candidate whose performance was  poor in 

question 9. This candidate seemed to have poor understanding of letter writing skills 

and did not know the parts of Formal letter. Therefore she/he wrote parts of 

Composition instead of parts of Formal letter as it was asked.  

3.4.2 Question 10: Composition 

In this question, the candidate was required to write a composition of about 150 word 

relating to the importance of rain. The question measured the candidates‟ ability to 

write a composition and it was in the level of creating. The question was attempted by 

908 equal to 18.65 percent of the candidates and their performance were generally 

Average, as 326 equal to 35.90 percent of the candidate passed this question. The 

analysis shows that 582 equal to 64.10 percent of the candidates performed poor, 171 

equal to 18.83 percent performed average and 155 equal to 17.07 percent performed 

well. Table 3d shows the analysis of candidates‟ performance in question 10.  

Table 3d: The candidates’ performance in Question 10 
 

PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS GENERAL 

PERFOMANCE 
POOR AVERAGE GOOD 

0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

582 64.10 171 18.83 155 17.07 326 35.90 

 

Table 3d displays the analysis of the candidates‟ responses in question ten (10) in 

which the general performance was average. Extract 10.1 and 10.2 show sample 

candidates‟ scripts with good and poor responses respectively.  

Extract 10.1: A Sample of Good Responses in Question 10 
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Extract 10.1 shows a sample of a script of the candidate who wrote a composition as it 

was required. This candidate showed all parts of Composition which were Title, Body 

and Conclusion. Although, there are some mistakes observed such as grammar “It 

help” instead of “It helps”, this candidate managed to score high marks from this 

question. This is an indication that he/she had enough skills of Composition writing.  
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Extract 10.2: A Sample of Poor Responses in Question 10 
 

 

Extract 10.2 displays a sample script of the candidate who performed poor in this 

question. The candidate failed to write a comprehensive Composition and instead 

he/she wrote different sentences about uses of rain. This revealed that the candidate did 

not understand the demand of the question and lacked skills of Composition writing.  
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4.0 CONCLUSION 

The analysis of the candidates‟ performance shows that there are four questions which 

were well performed. Three questions had average performance and three questions  

had poor performance. 

Generally, poor performances of the candidates were influenced by the following 

reasons:- 

 Lack of enough knowledge on the topic tested 

 Inability understanding of the demands of the questions 

 Limited mastery of English language which was the barrier for them to 

understand the instructions of the questions 

 Attempting objective questions only. 

 

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

For the purpose of improving candidate‟s performance in English language, it was 

recommended that:- 

 Teachers should use appropriate and effective teaching and learning 

materials/resources, methods and techniques in the process of teaching 

and learning. 

 Teachers should use English panels to solve instructional problems 

and being flexible. 

 Teachers and parent should motivate their children to create 

competition among them. 

 English should be used as a medium of instruction in lower and upper 

primary levels to improve candidates „capacity on mastery of English 

language. 

 English should be used as a target language in English Language 

Teaching. 

 More exercise and activities are needed to asses all skills (reading, 

writing, listening, and speaking. 

 Encouraging pupils to learn English more from text book, reference 

books and internet. 

 Engaging pupils in English competitions clubs to improve their level 

of speaking and writing English language. 

 Encouraging pupils to speak English in the English classes and school 

compounds in large to have more practice in using the languag 
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APPENDICES  

APPENDIX 1: SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES‟ PERFORMANCE PER 

QUESTION AND TOPIC WISE IN 2023 

 

S/N 

 

TO PIC 
Q uestion 

Number 

Percentages of 

Candidates per 
Q uestion 

 

Remark 

1 Reading for Comprehension 2 94.16 Good 

2 Reading for Comprehension 1 87.97 Good 

3 Telling T ime 3 84.12 Good 

4 Listening for Understanding 5 75.39 Good 

5 Writing (Formal letter)Translation 9 49.63 Average 

6 Writing (Composition) 10 35.90 Average 

7 Translation 7 31.07 Average 

8 Translation 8 17.23 Poor 

9 Comparing and Differentiating 6 16.03 Good 

10 English Grammar 4 6.87 Poor 

 

APPENDIX II: SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES‟ PERFORMANCE PER 

QUESTION AND TOPIC WISE IN 2022 

 

S/N 

 

TO PIC 
Q uestion 

Number 

Percentages of 

Candidates per 
Q uestion 

 

Remark 

1 Reading for Comprehension 2 89.74 Good 

2 Reading for Comprehension 1 85.65 Good 

3 Describing and Expressing likes and dislike 5 71.31 Good 

4 Instruction 6 32.27 Average 

5 Library 3 22.29 Average 

6 Translation 7 13.91 Poor 

7 Writing 9 13.24 Poor 

8 Translation 8 4.23 Poor 

9 Writing 10 1.37 Poor 

10 Reporting 4 0.99 Poor 



 


